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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


(770) 889-7186


www.justchristians.net


Preacher


 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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 and still not be godly persons.  In a society that maintains fairly decent moral standards, it is likely that many people will choose to live respectable lives, at least outwardly. But the very respectability of these lives may mask the                                                          self-will and self-sufficiency of those who live them. Godliness means that we do what we do "as to the Lord" (Colossians 3:23), and there is a considerable distance between the life of self-governed goodness and the life of God-governed faith.


The radical claims of God upon our hearts will one day come as a surprise to those who have been living "good, clean lives" on their own. "For when they say, 'Peace and safety!' then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. . . ." While we are celebrating lives in which it seems we hardly needed God's help at all, the King whom we've left out of our calculations will be revealed in His glory.


Nothing blinds the mind to the claims of Jesus Christ more effectually than a�good, clean-living, upright life based on self-realization. For a thing to be�satanic does not mean that it is abominable and immoral. The satanically�managed man is moral, upright, proud, and individual; he is absolutely�self-governed and has no need of God.


Oswald Chambers


(Word Point, Gary Henry)





			JP





"Keeping watch and praying that you may not enter into temptation.  The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak" (Matt. 26: 41), is just one of our Lord's exhortations to pray.  To say that Jesus exhorts us to pray is to say He encourages and invites us to pray.  


     Do you find anything unusual in the fact that Jesus has to encourage His disciples to pray?  That He has to invite and beseech them to participate in communion with the heavenly Father.  After all, for most of us, it takes very little encouraging to get us to do the things we like.


     I love to golf; consequently it takes absolutely no encouraging to get me to go.  Just give me an invitation, a little money and a lot of golf balls and I am golfing within the hour!  There are other things that we love to do which require no encouragement to get us to do them.  This being true, I wonder why Christ has to encourage us to pray.  Why must we be exhorted to participate in something so good and so good for us?  I would like to suggest three reasons why our Lord has to encourage us to pray.  


1.    Our love for God is not yet what it should be.  How often do you neglect to talk to your loved ones?    Has a day passed since you last told your wife or children that you love them?  The truth is, we talk to our loved ones on a regular if not daily basis.  Is the heavenly Father among those loved ones?  Does He top the list?  Sadly for many Christians, time spent praying to the Father is not an activity that we love!  So we need our Lord Jesus to exhort and encourage us to pray!  











everything about us is laid bare.  There can be no covering up or putting on of airs, no charades, not when we pray.  Because then, as at no other times, we see our true selves.  We see the good, the bad, and the ugly about ourselves, because we know that God sees them.  He sees our sin, weaknesses, neglect, and hypocrisies.  To say the least, this awareness makes us uncomfortable.  To say the most, it makes us feel that we are contaminating holy ground and that we are certainly unworthy to stand in His presence.


     What does Christ say to us when we feel this way?  What word of exhortation does He give to encourage His disciples who are afraid to approach the Father's throne?  First, He would demand that we "abide in Him and that His word abide in us".  (John 15: 1-8)  Then, our Lord, through His word, would answer our fears, clarify our misunderstandings, reassure our doubts, rebuke our neglects and create a longing for the father with in us.  


     Most of all, Jesus invites us to pray and calls us near the Father's throne by telling us we don't have to go alone.  In Him, by Him, and with Him, we can draw near to the throne of grace with confidence. (Heb 4:16)  It should comfort and strengthen us in prayer to know that our Lord "ever lives to make intercession for us.  (Heb 7: 25)  Could Jesus offer a greater incentive to pray than His promise to meet us and help us at the father's throne. 


      Go ahead, approach and pray fervently, pouring our your heart to God.  "Seek and ye shall find".  





					





Our Lord's exhortation to Pray


By 


Tim Murray








Listen to Jesus exhort us to pray in this way.  "Our Father who art in heaven" (Matt. 6: 9).  Or hear Him encourage again, "How much more shall your Father who is in heaven give what is good to those who ask Him." (Matt. 7: 11).  The reality that God is our heavenly Father should stir our emotions and create a desire within us to talk with Him.  So Peter adds, "…casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you."(I Pet. 5: 7) Will we heed the exhortation to pray to our Father who art in heaven? 


2.     We sometimes get the idea that we don't need to pray!  Any number of misconceptions could explain how we get this idea.  Perhaps we think that we will not be heard or answered when we pray.  To this Jesus would exhort, "…Until now, you have asked for nothing in My name.  Ask and you will receive that your joy may be made full."  (John 16: 24)


       Or perhaps we think we are strong enough without spending much time in prayer.  When we think this, we are not the first disciples to do so.  On the night of Jesus' betrayal and arrest, He had warned His disciples that they would deny and forsake Him.  The disciples would hear of no such thing and pleaded their allegiance to Christ right down to the very last man. (Matt. 26:31-35)  Yet, when the disciples thought they could not fall, hear Jesus beseech them, "keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation.  The Spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.  (Matt. 26: 41)


      We think that we are too busy, too tired, too important, or too strong to pray.  It is then we must heed the exhortation to watch and pray.  


Prayer makes us uncomfortable. 


Why?  Because, when we pray,


  We 





 Good, Clean Godlessness


For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape.(1 Thess. 5:3)


     What is the difference between a "godly" life and one that is "godless"? Are the godly those who live "good, clean lives," and the godless all the rest: the drunkards and the prostitutes, the thieves and the murderers? If we ourselves are among those with "good, clean lives," it's especially tempting to define godliness as the living of a decent, respectable life. But isn't more involved in godliness than the maintenance of moral decency? Might there not be such a thing as good, clean godlessness?  


      It is a mistake to think of godliness in purely negative terms. Godly people certainly do not lie, steal, murder, etc., but godliness is more than the mere absence of these things. To be godly, we must not only refrain from what is evil, we must actively do that which is good. Jesus' statement was worded positively: "Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them" (Matthew 7:12). Sins of "omission" are no less serious than those of "commission."


  But it would be possible to do many of the things God desires us to do, actively and positively 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto; 


Bro. Rex Veteto and his battle with cancer.


He is now at home with Hospice care.                    


Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Wes Guyton's


mother; Courtney Smith and her health 


problems.  I want to call special attention 


to Bro. Rick Hulsey and his battle with   


cancer . Also remember his mother.


Sis. Jamie Jackson's father remains in


the Hospice facility in Norcross.


Michael Burke and Grant Hicks are out of town this week.


_______________________________


Men’s meeting today at 3:45 PM


_______________________________


Our Gospel meeting begins Oct. 14th 


With Bro. Ken Weliever


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Jason Gaston


Song Leader-----Joe Phillips


Lord's Supper---Ken Gay


   Asst. 1-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 2-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4-----Zachary Rogers


   Asst. 5-----Steve Huff


2nd Prayer----Brad Bowman


Read Scripture---Jack Green


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer-----George Wilcox 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman


Song Leader-------Ross Statham


2nd Prayer------Rodee Bruns


Read Scripture ---Brad Bowman


Sermon----Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper----Ken Gay


Announcements----Joey Jackson


Closing Prayer---Jeff Lacquement


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Marty Hammond


 Invitation---Cecil Douthitt


 Closing Prayer---David Holmes





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














